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As part of the visit of Emmanuel Macron and his delegation to the Netherlands, Agnès Pannier-

Runacher, Minister for Energy Transition, visits an Equans shallow geothermal site in Amsterdam.  

 

On the occasion of the visit of Emmanuel Macron and his delegation, Agnès Pannier-Runacher visited 

the Equans geothermal site which uses a 100% green solution called ATES (Aquifer Thermal Energy 

Storage). 

 

Equans, the new leader in energy and services, has perfected the technological know-how of this 

100% green heating in winter and cooling in summer solution thanks to its multi-expertise in thermal, 

electrical and renewable energy engineering. The site is an example of the 3,000 systems operating in 

this way in the Netherlands and contributing to the decarbonisation of activities (over 60% energy 

savings). 

ATES works with heat pumps. In an ATES system, the heat pumps use the thermal energy of aquifers 

(land containing water). In winter, water is pumped from the ground and heat is extracted by the 

pumps. This heat is transported to the building and the cooled water is returned to the ground. In 

summer, the water that was cooled during the winter is pumped out. The cold it gives off is transported 

to the building. The water heated by the heat of the building is recovered and then stored in the 

aquifer, waiting for the next winter. 

The majority of the energy used is thus "produced" and stored locally. No transport is required.  

The subsoil in the Netherlands is particularly suitable for this technique. In France, similar soil types 

can be found in some important areas (e.g. the Biarritz-Toulouse-Paris triangle, and most of the North). 

 

About Equans  

Equans is a global leader in the energy and services sector, operating in 20 countries, with 90,000 

employees* working on 5 continents and an annual turnover of more than €17 billion**. 

Equans designs, installs and delivers customized solutions to improve its customers' equipment, 

systems and technical processes and optimize their use in the context of their energy, industrial and 

digital transitions. Thanks to a strong local footprint linked to its historical local brands and excellent 

technical know-how, Equans' highly qualified experts are able to support territories, cities, industries, 



and buildings in the fields of HVAC (Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning), Refrigeration and Fire 

Safety, Facility Management, Digital and ICT, Electrical, Mechanical and Robotic. Equans is a leader in 

the main European markets (France, Switzerland, Belgium, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom) 

and is also well positioned in the United States and Latin America. Equans is a Bouygues Group 

company. 

* Including Bouygues Energies & Services  

** Consolidated figure for Bouygues Energies & Services + Equans, unaudited pro forma 2022 data 

 

Press contact: contact-media@equans.com 

 

  

 

 


